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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Held at Southern College, Lakeland, February 7, 1928
MINUTES

In the absence of Mr. Arthur T. Williams, president of the Society, the Hon. Frederick Cubberly,
vice-president, took the chair and called the meeting
to order at 10 a. m.
Forty-two members and guests were present.
Members answering the roll call in person or by proxy
were as follows:
Gen. T. J. Appleyard, John R. Adams, Judge Jefferson B. Browne, Mrs. S. C. Brown, Mrs. H. H.
Buckman, Judge Armstead Brown, Judge Burton
Barrs, Arthur A. Corcoran, Peter Corcoran, Judge
C. E. Chillingworth, R. V. Covington, W. Bloxham
Crawford. Judge Frederick C u b b e r l y , George D.
Cross, Admiral H. I. Prof. S. G . C o e , John Y.
Detwiler, Senator Duncan U. Fletcher, T. Frederick
Davis, Frank Drew, Arthur G. Cummer, Robert W.
Davis, H. J. Dame, Mrs. Herbert J. Drew, Mrs. T.
Frederick Davis, Mrs. Trusten P. Drake, Mrs. W. T.
Eaton, Father Z. Englehart, William I. Fee, General
Clifford R. Foster, Capt. Seton Fleming, Flagler Memorial Library, Elinor D. Flood, Thos. W. Fielding,
Miss Mary Augusta Fleming, Perse L. Gaskins,
Frank S. Gray, Hon. H. L. Grady, Raymond C. Green,
John Temple Graves Jr., Daniel P. Gold, Perry Cleveland Hull, A. J. Hanna, Mrs. George C. Harmon, John
E. Hartridge, Fred W. Hoyt, M. H. Haughton, Hamilton Holt, Robert S. Holmes, Carl T. Hoffman, M. H.
Haughton Jr., Hon. F. M. Hudson, Judge Lake Jones,
Frank S. Jones, T. E. James, Wm. H. Knowles, W. J.
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Krome, Maxwell Kilvert, T. Klein, E. J. L’Engle, Mrs.
Henry A. L’Engle, George E. Lewis, H. F. Lecks, Miss
Annie B. Landrum, Everett Mizell, Louis S. Moore,
D. B. McKay, W. A. MacWilliams, Mrs. Louis C.
McKee, Irwin MacIntyre, M. L. Mershon, F. D. Miller, Mrs. Roy V. Ott, E. P. Owen Jr., Judge Charles
B. Parkhill, Chas. S. Patterson, John H. Perry, Mrs.
Garrett Porter, J. S. Reese, R. P. Reese, Albert H.
Roberts, Dr. Jas. A. Robertson, John G. Ruge, Father
Samuel H. Ray, Horace L. Smith, John B. Stetson Jr.,
Mrs. Theodore Strawn, Judge Joseph Sale, Telfair
Stockton, John P. Stokes, Gen’l. C. P. Summerall,
George W. Saxon, Mrs. Albert A. Taylor, J. F. Taylor,
Philip C. Tucker, B. F. Trenary, Chas. Thorburn, W.
B. Tisdale, Freidrich Von Falkenberg, J. W. White, C.
Roy Watson, Ernest A. Watson, George P. W e n t worth, Agnew Welsh, Mrs. Jennie May White, Judge
J. B. Whitfield, Francis M. Williams, Lucy S. Williams, W. L. Weaver, James C. Watson, Arthur T.
Williams, Emily L. Wilson, F. H. Wilson, Senator W.
J. Epperson, Prof. Leland Jenks, Prof. 0. A. Smith,
Rose Mills Powers, Hiram Powers, Dr. C. W. Dabney,
Professor G. F. Scott, Mrs. Minnie. Moore-Willson,
Bancroft Library.
Guests and other visitors present were: Dr.
Emily MacVeagh, Mrs. J. 0. Walton, Mrs. Lynda
Pearce, Mrs. A. B. Tucker, Mrs. Richard Ivy-Smith,
Mrs. A. W. Underwood, Frederick S. Vaile and Mrs.
Vaile, Mrs. Walter Pharra, Mrs. Elizabeth Pharra,
Prof. S. J. Wright and Mrs. Wright, Rev. and Mrs. R.
H. Barnett, Mrs. A. C. McCall, Mrs. F. A. Domer,
Mrs. Moore, Miss Hayes, Professor Moore, Rev. F. M.
Hayes, Miss Huie, Miss Marjorie Leach; Mrs. Justice.
The chairman announced that the welcoming address of Dr. Spivey, president of Southern College,
could not be delivered in person, because of the death
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of Dr. Spivey’s father, yesterday, and that Professor
Coe had been requested by Dr. Spivey to deliver it for
him.
It expressed great pleasure at the honor of welcoming the Society and gave a brief sketch of the history of Southern College. It was established in
Leesburg in 1886, closed in 1895. Reopened at Safety Harbor in 1902, destroyed by fire in 1921. In temporary quarters at Clearwater Beach, and finally established at Lakeland. "We have little of historical
interest but can boast of having done more traveling
than any other college in the State.”
The chairman responded with appreciation of the
cordial welcome, and from his own store of knowledge
added much of interest to Dr. Spivey’s sketch. “It
is” he concluded “our belief and hope that Southern
College will achieve a bright page in the history of
Florida.”
The order of business was then suspended and
the chairman introduced Mr. T. Frederick Davis,
author of The History of Jacksonville and other valuable works.
Mr. Davis compared the history of Florida to a
great river, which has been traced to its source in
Ponce de Leon. It has numerous tributaries however which have not been explored, and which are
full of treasure for the earnest seeker. As an illustration he described the results of his search into the
life and deeds of one MacGregor. MacGregor is
known as a pirate, but while he did not refrain from
piratical methods his motives were far otherwise.
His one aim was to take Florida from Spain and
Americanize it, and o u r administration recognized
this and kept a very lenient eye upon him. Connected
with him were Irwin, who conquered Amelia Island
by a military fluke, and Aury, a real pirate with a
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crew of San Domingo negroes, who achieved considerable success by raiding slave ships, and whose help
was bought by MacGregor and Irwin by granting him
the titles of Civil Governor and Military Chief of
Amelia Island. He thereupon ran up the Mexican
flag and in other ways comported himself so obstreperously that the United States hastily intervened,
drove him out, and raised the stars and stripes.
These incidents are superior in interest and dramatic vigor to any pirate fiction ever composed and
show that historical research can be fascinating. as
well as enlightening.
The meeting applauded Mr. Davis and the chairman complimented him. Mr. Cubberly had himself
been on MacGregor’s trail and related some diverting
facts about him. MacGregor, he said, was the first
Florida realtor. He sold a large tract of Florida
acreage in Savannah for $20,000, the money to be
collected, in modern fashion, when he could ‘get title.
He was thrown into a London jail for debts to his
laundrymaid, and ended his adventurous days there.
Mrs. Minnie Moore-Willson, author of “The Seminoles of Florida” and an enthusiastic member of the
Society, was introduced and spoke of the Seminoles.
Emigrating from Georgia they found here a land of
peace and plenty. Happily and independently they
lived under Spain; miserably and impoverished under
America. “Justice hangs her head in shame at the
atrocities, ignominy and exile that we have inflicted
upon them. Those remaining in Florida are shorn
of any legal status.” Deeply religious and moral,
they scorn the white man’s religion. For favors received they thank the Great Spirit, but never beg
them. Their religion teaches that the Son of the
Great Spirit appeared on the southernmost point of
Florida and was carried into the interior upon the
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shoulders of three medicine men, while he sowed
abroad the life-giving c a s s a v a seed. A church at
Kissimmee devotes certain services to them and on
such occasions a hymn is always sung which, it appears, has been theirs for ages.
Mrs. Willson does not regard with favor the reclamation of the Everglades, but would prefer to have
them remain a natural preserve for the Indians and
the bountiful wild life.
The address was warmly appreciated by its
hearers.
Miss Mamie Jones, soprano, and Miss Catherine
Tiller, pianist, both students of Southern College, rendered “The Night Love Song”. This was an exceedingly appropriate and beautiful thing. It expressed
sounds of nature, the names of birds and even their
melodies. In emotional content it rose from prayer
to exuberance, and it was never monotonous, as we
expect Indian music to be to us. It was recorded
from the Indians themselves by one Albert Gale.
Both the singer and her accompaniest received well
merited applause.
Dr. S. G. Coe, professor of history at Southern,
described the relations between Spain and the United
States with respect to Florida, and gave an interesting and depressing insight into the political game as
it was played. Intrigue, subterfuge, belligerency,
retreat, thrust and parry, and the whole technique of
diplomacy were paraded, with a remarkable demonstration of its utter futility. As. one of Dr. C o e ’s
authorities phrased it, “‘A few ships of the line will
be better than all argument”. The address was
scholarly and revealing.
A t noon a recess was announced for luncheon.
Mr. A. J. Hanna presided as toastmaster. He voiced
his embarrassment at the position, which afforded
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much amusement to those who know him, and all his
efforts could arouse no single spark of sympathy.
He introduced Dr. Emily MacVeagh, formerly
president of Sweet Briar College, Virginia, and a
nationally known educator.
“Mr. Hanna”, said Dr. MacVeagh, “expects me to
pronounce a sort of benediction, but I much prefer
the mustard plaster attitude. I want to see people
approach history free from prejudices, and not trying to fit fact to theory. To know our past thoroughly, to work with our present, and to enjoy the possibilities of our glorious future, seems to me the appropriate slogan. Local societies such as yours are important and valuable; they piece together the mosaics
of life, and we shall never be satisfied or sure of ourselves until the whole pattern is revealed.”
The address was punctuated with amusing illustrations, and was much enjoyed.
The toastmaster called on Dr. Charles W. Dabney,
introducing him as a former president of the University of Tennessee and an assistant secretary of agriculture under Cleveland. He spoke. “To my mind
there are four kinds of history. First-alcoholic history: exemplified today in Chicago and in such slogans
as “my country right or wrong”. Second-geologic
history : collecting and classifying. Third-romantic
history : the story-painting ballad. Fourth-analytic or critical history, which is our tool to work with.
There is reaction against democracy ; we must meet
it with an ideal democracy. The finest opportunity
the world has ever seen is now democracy’s; fortyeight experiments are being carried on in our own
country. Our duty is to work it up; make a success
of it. We’ve got to build on past experience, and
that’s based on evolution of the social sciences of
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which you have one corner. The grandest experiment the world has ever beheld ; do your part.”
Dr. Dabney’s vigor, and his staccato uncompromising delivery, thrilled and inspired his audience. His
message carried home.
Rose Mills Powers, renowned for her poetry, read
a new, original ballad, “The Doomed Brigade”. With
deep sympathy and color it paints the heroism and
tragedy of the Dade massacre, when, in 1835, Dade’s
command attempted to march to the relief of Fort
King. It is a fitting companion to her earlier ballad,
“The Ride of the Thirty Cavaliers”.
The enjoyable luncheon hour was now closed by
Mr. Hanna with warm words of praise to Emma
Rochelle Porter for her outstanding services to the
Society, and the formal meeting was resumed.
Dr. L. H. Jenks, professor of history at Rollins
College, told of the Washington meeting of the American Historical Association, and its findings and pronouncements. The meeting declared that good citizenship in any State required an intelligent understanding of the State’s democratic experience as recorded in truthful histories. The same was true of
national citizenship and of world citizenship. Truthfulness of the picture presented to students, and integrity of the teachers, were the basic essentials. The
association is seeking a sufficient endowment to extend its work.
Mr. A. J. Hanna brought the Irving Bacheller
historical prize contest to the attention of the Society.
The order of business was now resumed and the
president’s report was read by the secretary. [This
follows]
The report of treasurer F. W. Hoyt was read and
accepted. [This follows]
The committee on Old Spanish Trails reported
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through Mr. Cubberly that one meeting had been held,
and that it will report more substantially at the next
annual meeting.
Invitations for holding the next annual meeting
were received from The St. Augustine Historical Society and The Marion County Chamber of Commerce.
Inasmuch as St. Augustine held the Society’s promise,
given last year, their renewal of the invitation was
accepted.
For the election of officers the Chair appointed
Mr. A. J. Hanna, Mr. W. J. Epperson, and Mrs. Emma
Rochelle Porter. While the committee was engaged
a free and open discussion on the need of a textbook
of Florida history was carried on.
The nominating committee reported its nominees
as follows :
For
president;
Arthur T. Williams,
1st vice-president,
Philip K. Yonge;
2d vice-president,
Frederick Cubberly;
Treasurer,
Fred W. Hoyt ;
Secretary ;
Francis M. Williams,
Mrs. Emma Rochelle Porter,
Assistant-secretary ;
and four directors as follows : Frank Drew, A. J.
Hanna, S. G. Coe, and Julien C. Yonge.
Upon motion the nominations were ordered closed
and the secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for
the officers as nominated, which he thereupon did.
A motion of appreciation to President Spivey; Dr.
Coe, and the trustees of Southern College was given
and cordially carried and the secretary instructed to
transmit it. The secretary was also directed to transmit to Dr. Spivey a suitable resolution of sympathy
in his bereavement.
In response to the president’s request, the editors
of the QUARTERLY were authorized and requested to
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